Hyſtozy intitulede, Beware the 
Cat. Conteynyng diuerſe wounder. 
- full and incredible matters, 

Very pleaſant and mery to read, 
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Fleteſtrete at the ſigne of the 
Faulcon by Mylliam Gryffith. 
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Die Haue penned for your maſter 
ſhips pleaſure one of the ſto- 
ries which maiſter Streamer 
Y {EN AY) tolde the laſt Chriſtmas, and 
F | [|S 24 which you ſo fainewold haue 
= heard reported by maſter Fe- 
I 8Ires him ſelfe. And although Ibe vnable to 

I penne or ſpeakeit ſo pleaſantly as he could, 
I yet haue I ſo nerely vſed both the order and 
I Vordes of him that ſpake them, vhich is not 
he leaſt vertue of a reporter that I doubt 
I not but that he and maiſter VVillot ſhal in 
the reading thinke they heare maſter Strea- 
mer ſpealce, and he him ſelfe in tlie like acti- 
l on ſhall doubt whether he ſpeaketh or rea- 


5 


1 L 
FD 


partes, and put the argument before them, 
and an inſtruction. after them with. ſuch 
notes as mioht be gatheredtherof : ſo ma- 
| [kingitbooxelike, andintituled:Be ware the 
- | I Cat. But becauſe I doubt-whether maſter 
+ Streamer wilbe contented that other men. 
plowe with his oxen, I meane penne ſuch 
I hinges as he ſpeaketh , which perhaps hee 
* | Aj. wo 


4 deth. Ihaue deuided his oration into three 


an nt I haue miſtaken him. I pray you 
nledife —— 


The Epifile deascatory, 


would rather do him ſelfe to haue (as he de- 


ſerueth) the glory of both therfore I beſech 
you to learne his mind herein. And if he a- 
tree it paſſe in ſuch ſorte, yet that he peruſe 
at before the Printing, and amend it if in 


to aſke maſter Ferres his iudge- 
ment herein, and ſhewe him that the cure 
of the great plague of maſter Sreamers 
tranſlation out of the Arabicke, which hee 
ſent me from Margets, ſhalbe Imprinted 
aſloneasImay conueniently. And it I ſhall 


perceaue by your tryall, that maſter Strea- 


mer allowe my endeuours in this kinde, I 
will hereafter as Plato did by Socrates penne 
ſuch things out of the reſt of our Chriſtmas 
communications, as ſhalbe to his great glo- 
rie, and no leſſe pleaſure to all them that de- 


ſire ſuch kinds of knowledge. In the meane 


while I beſech you accept my good will, 
and learne to beware the Cat. So ſhal 
you not only performe that I ſeke 
but alſo pleaſe the Almightie 
who alwayes preſ 
you: Amen. 


Tours to his power, ( By 
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The Argument; 


| Ian that at Chriſtmas laſt J Wag at tho 


Court with-maſter Ferres then maſcer of ths 
Kyngs maieſties paſtimes about the ſetting foꝛth 
of certaine enteriudes, which foꝛ the kynges recrea⸗ 
tion we had deuiſed and were in learning. Jn which 
time among many other exerciſes among our ſelues 


we vſed nightly at our lodging to talke of ſundzy 


— foꝛ — ——— —— offices wherin 
ech man as than ſerued. Foz poſe it plea⸗ 
ſed maſter Ferres to make me his bedfeliowe. and 


vpon a pallet caſt vpon the ruſhes in his owne chans 
ber to lodge maſter willot and. M. — 


one his Aſkronimor the other his dinine. And among 


t which I thinke was the. xxbiij. of Decem⸗ 

after that M. Ferres was come from the court 
and in brad, there fell a controuerſie betwene M. 
di ert o with M. willot had already ſlept 
is firſt ſlepe, and I that was newly come to bead 
the effect vp herot᷑ was whether birdes and beaſtes 
had reaſon, the occaſion wherof was this. J had 
heard that the kings players were learning a play of 
Eſops Crow, wherin the moſt parte of the actozs 
were birdes, the deuits wherof J diſcommended, 
ſaying it was not commicail to make eyther ſpechles 
things to ſpeake, oz bzutiſh things to common rea⸗ 
ſonablp. Ind although in a talt it were ſiffreable to 
magine and tel of ſomthing by them ſpoken oz rea⸗ 
onablp done, which kind Eſop laudably vſed, per 
it was —— — F — Without — — 
authoꝛ to bꝛing thein in peirſonages to ſpeake, 
do, reaſon, and alaege aus joiitues out of authours. 
M. Streamer my 1c inc, being moze diuins 
in this poynt than 3 was ware ok, held the contrarp 


228 thinges to long to reherſe, it hapned on 
A 
ber 


 - parte, affirming that beaſtes and foules had reaſon, 


and that as much as men, pea and inſome poyntes 
moze. maſter Ferres him ſelte and his Aſtronimer 


The Argument. 
wakened with our talke harkened to vs, but woukd 
take parte on neither ſidc. And whan M. Strea⸗ 
mer had foz p2ofe of his aſſercion declared manp 
thinges of Dliphants that walked vppon cozdes; 
Medgehogges that knewe alwayes what weather 
would come, Foxes and Dogges that aft er they 
had bene all night abzode killing Geeſe and Sheepe 
would come home in the moꝛning # put their neckes 
into their collers, Parates that bewapled their ke⸗ 
pers death, Swallowes that with Selandine open 
their poung ones eyes, and an hundꝛed things moꝛe 
which J denied to come of reaſon, and to be but na⸗ 
turallkindly actions, alleging foꝛ my pzofe authozity 
of moſt and learned Phil „Well 
maſter Streamer J know what J know, and 
ſpeake not onely what by hearſay ol ſome Philoſoz 
phers J kno we, but what I mp ſeife haue pꝛoued. 
Why (quod J then) haue pou pꝛofe of beaſtes and 
fowlcs reaſon? yca( quod he) I haue heard them & 
vnderſtand them both ſpeake and reaſonaſwel as J 
here e vnderſtand pou:at this M. Ferres laughed. 
But J remembzing what J had read in Albertes 
Woꝛkes, thought there might be ſomwhat moze 
than J knew, w 7 aſked him what beaſtes 
oꝛ fowles hc had heard, and where and whan? It 
this he pawſed a while, & at laſt ſapd: It A thought 
vou could be content to heare me, and without any 
interruption til J haue done to marke what A ſay, 
I would tel pou ſuch a ſtozy of one piece of my owns 
experimenting, as ſhopld both make vou wonder, E 
put you out of doubt c«aicerning this matter. Wut 
this I pzomile you at vet J do tell it, that as ſone 
as any man curioutly th me, will leaue 


of and not ſpeake one wozd moze. whan * 


miſed quietly to heare, he turning him ſeife ſo in 
— — | 


IFINIS. 


F ue rt parte of maſler 


Styeamens oracion. 


n LEing lodged as J thanks 
rim; baue bene often, at a 
E AC frends houſe of mine, which 
d $% moze rowmich within than 
3) E9//Y garith without, ſtandeth at 
e gaiud Partins lane end, f 
and hangeth partly vpon the towne Wal h, 1 
that is called Aldersgate, eyther of one Al- de gate 
dricke; oz els of Elders, that is ta ſap aun⸗ «(0 na⸗ 
tient men ofthe Citie which among them 
builded it, as Biſhops did Biſhopſgate:oq 23.0 
els ol Eldern tres, which perchaunce as builded 
they do in the gardens now ther about, ſo wopsg 
while the cõmon there was vacaunt grue 2 — 
aboundanti in the ſame place where the 9999 
gate wasaftcr buſfded; and called theroek 
Elderngate: as Moregate toke the name at why in0z8 
thefreld without it, which hath bene a ve⸗ > 
ry Poze. Oz els becauſe it is the moſt 
auncient gate of the Citie, was therof in 
reſpec ok the other, as Newgate, called tut Why New 
ergate. Oz els as Ludgate taketh the wyy z - 
name of Lud, whs/'vailved it, fo moſte gate. 
parte ot᷑ Haroldes ( know) will ſoneſt aſ⸗ 
ſent that Aluredus — — this. _ hop 
aredecetued, Foz he and his wife Algay * 
61:60 A. b. bui:ded — ” 


The firſt parte , 
buſlded Algate which therof taketh the 
name, as Criplegate doth ok a Criple who 

why Cry⸗ begged ſo much money in his lite as put to 
bis gare. the ſiluer Methercocke which he ſtole 
Powles from Poules ſteple, atter his death builded 


weather it. 

cocke a But wherof ſo euer this gate Alder- 
Uner. ante toke the name, which longeth chiefly 
to Þifto2yes to know, at my frendes houſs 

which as J ſapd ſtandeth ſo nere it that it 

is ouer ft, I lap often times, and that foz 

ſundz cauſes. Somtime fo2 lacke of other 
lodging, e ſometime as while my Greeks 
Alphabets were in pꝛinting to ſe that they 

might be truly cozreced. And ſure it is a 


. Agaynlt me foz all poung men that they be no 


pong mens 


© Kegiigence. moze ſtudious in the tounges, but the 


wozld is now come to that paſſe, that if he 

2 tan pꝛate a litle Latine: t handle a Racket 

om and a payze of ſire ſquare bowies, de ſhall 

games. ſonerobteineanyliuingthanthebeſtiear 

| ned in a whole Citte:which ts cauſe that 

« ©. © Jearning is dilpiled, and bagagical things 
ſo much aduaunced. -  - 

Muhle J lap at the fozſayd houſe foz 
the-cauſes afozeſayd, J was lodged in a 
Chamber harde by the Pzinting bouſe, 

- pied bada farze r — 12 715 


